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Bridging Cultures m Building Communities

Mission and Purpose

Deaf West Theatre was founded in 1991 to improve and enrich the cultural lives of deaf
and hard of hearing individuals who live in the Los Angeles area. Recognized as the “The most exciting leglt
premiere sign language theater in the United States, Deaf West consistently sets the producers in Los Angeles

standard of innovation for inclusive theatrical experiences of the highest quality for deaf

in recent years!” -\Variety

and hearing audiences.

Deaf West serves the cultural, educational, social and employment needs of its
constituents, while providing opportunities for the discovery and exploration of artists' identities and stature as professionals in the
performing arts. Through the medium of Sign Language Theatre, a legacy of deaf culture is created, nurtured, and preserved. In

addition to benefiting members of the deaf community, these achievements positively influence mainstream perspectives about the

culture and ability of individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Deaf West'’s programs and awards stand as testament to the passions and talents behind the ensemble as well as the organization's

capacity to sustain excellence over the last 18 years.

Deaf West Theatre was established in 1991 as the first professional resident sign language theater
west of the Mississippi. Productions have featured multi-award winning artists and have earned
numerous prestigious entertainment industry awards for artistic merit.

SPOTLIGHT ON:
Big River 1 The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Deaf West’s hit show BIG RIVER: THE ADVENTURES OF
HUCKLEBERRY FINN debuted in our 65-seat theatre on
Lankershim Boulevard in 2001. Then in 2002, it became the first play
to transfer from a local, intimate venue to the Center Theatre
Group's revered Mark Taper Forum. Following success there, BIG
RIVER soared to Broadway in 2003, where the original production '
had played  eighteen years earlier. This time, DWT's sign language =
adaptation, appearing at the Roundabout Theatre Company’s | A rare show that can truly be

American Airlines Theatre, earned two Tony nominations including called groundbTineaki r

Best Musical ~ Revival and the cast was bestowed the Tony Honor
for Excellence in Theater. From 2004 through 2005, BIG RIVER
toured nationally, reaching 40 cities, ran at Washington D.C.’s
iconic Ford’s Theatre and spent three weeks in Tokyo, Japan. BIG
RIVER returned to Los Angeles for its spectacular conclusion at
Center Theatre Group's Ahmanson Theatre. Overall, the play
reached close to half a million deaf and hearing audience members,
received nationwide acclaim, and earned over 50 theater awards and
nominations.

(right) The 2003 Broadway cast of Big River © Joan Marcus M
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Ed Waterstreet founded Deaf West Theatre in 1991, making it
the first resident theater company in the U.S. led by a deaf
artistic director. Under his visionary leadership, DWT's award-
winning productions and innovative educational programs have
helped break down barriers between deaf and hearing
communities while bringing people together for unforgettable

cultural experiences.

Performances

Mainstage Productionsii Partnering Venturesi Touring

Spoken English and American Sign Language (ASL) are
interwoven for both hearing and deaf audiences into a 'third
language' creating a unique theatrical event. The seamless ballet
of signing, movement, and spoken—or sung—English that
emerges, makes great works of theater fully accessible for deaf
and hard of hearing individuals. Behind the scenes, there are
professional deaf and hearing actors, directors, designers and
technicians. In this unique approach to creating and presenting
theater, visual and verbal languages compliment one another and

provide an enhanced theatrical experience for all.

With its groundbreaking musical adaptation Big Rivér The
Adventures of Huckleberry,Hideaf West popularized the ASL
musical form with two major Southern California productions, a
national tour, and a Broadway run which earned two Tony
nominations and a Tony Honor for Excellence among other

awards and accolades.

Starting in 2009, Deaf West reintroduced regular seasonal
programming at their theater in the North Hollywood’s NoHo

Deaf WestTheatre is located in the heart of the NoHo Arts District of Los Angeles, es

Arts District. This inaugural 2009-2010 season launched with

the critically acclaimed 30th anniversary production of Children of

a Lesser God.

Dramatic Gestures

Educational Outreach through In-School Residencies,
ASL Story Time, and Student Performances

Deaf West's Dramatic Gesturpsogramming sets new standards
for learning that addresses need among deaf and hard of hearing
youth who all too frequently experience stifling isolation during
their formative years. Dramatic Gestures initiatives include In-
School Workshops, Theatre for Young Audiences performances,

and ASL Story Time's interpreted readings of literary works.

In all of our educational outreach efforts, the aim is to set new
standards for education that bridges the gap between deaf and
hearing worlds. This model for progressive arts education
reform for school children that are deaf or hard of hearing is
provided through bi-lingual and bi-cultural learning environments
that promote understanding and cooperation between deaf and

hearing students.

Each program provides deaf students access to literature and

performing arts in their own language while nurturing

improvements in academic skills, self esteem, and verbal
expression. Additionally, hearing students develop a better
appreciation for the abilities of those who are deaf while

experiencing relevant content in new and exciting ways.

cultural home for the deaf, hard of hearing and hearing communities.

DWT is supported by:

Ahmanson Foundation, Sheri and Les Biller Family
Foundation, Boeing Employees Community

Fund, California Community Foundation, City of

Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs, Los
Angeles County Arts Commission, National
Endowment for the Arts, Kenneth T. & Eileen L.
Norris Foundation, Shubert Foundation, S. Mark
Taper Foundation, Theatre Communications

Group, Thelma Pearl Howard Foundation, and

the U.S. Department of Education
congressionally -directed grant.
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DEAF WEST THEATRE
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North Hollywood, CA 91601

www.deafwest.org

DWT is a non-profit 501 (c) (3) corporation.




